CHAPTER X

DURING December 1899 British arms in South
Africa went through a very critical period. Three
times in the Black Week they suffered serious reverses,
at Stormberg, Magersfontein and Colenso. These only
stiffened the determination of the British Government
to go through with their task without interference from
anybody. The Emperor wrote highly sympathetic letters
to his grandmother and his uncle for Christmas, calling
to mind the * lovely days ' he had spent at Windsor and
Sandringham and lamenting that c the message of the
Angels of Peace on Earth and Goodwill to Man ' was
sadly far from fulfilment: in fact the New Year and the
new century would be greeted by * shrieks of dying men,
killed and maimed by lyddite shells and balls from Quick-
firers.' However, the British aristocracy had shown that
they as well as the rank and file knew how to die.1

He himself greeted the New Year with an outburst of
diplomatic activities, framed on the same lines as those
he had indulged in over the Jameson Raid, and crowned
with similar unsuccess. He sent for Count Osten-
Sacken, Russian Ambassador in Berlin, and told him
point-blank that, if the Tsar had a mind to advance towards
India, he himself would mount guard over Russia's western
frontier and undertake that none should stir in Europe.

1 Letters IU> iii. p. 444.